Cadets learn teamwork

to expect in the upcoming days. “But one of the most important things |

“Part of what the students learn indearned was to look at a problem from many
cludes putting up shelters, cooking fodifferent angles, not just one.”
themselves and how to look after each Escaping the enemy was the best part of

As the cold wind howls across theother,” said Lt. Col. Nicholas Beswick, thethe weekend, according to Russell. The team
barren trees and knee-high scrub grassfficers training corps commandant. “Eachnanaged to stay calm and head to their next
several teen-age cadets hike from onteam has one officer cadet as a guide, bpoint successfully.
obstacle to the next. the leadership comes from within the “We had no problems and even tried to

Dressed in their parents ill-fitting uni-team.” warn the other group over the radio,” she
forms, the ragtag team, with helmets Saturday morning, the students wersaid. “But we realized that the enemy also
askew, discuss the problems and possiaken to the assault course atould hear what we were saying, so we
bilities of each hurdle. Bassingbourn Barracks, the Royal Army’slidn’t use it any more.”

This was the scene as six RAF Lakenequivalent to Lackland AFB, Texas. The “(The exercise helped) teach the cadets
heath High School Junior ROTC cadetassault course is similar to the Air Forcéeamwork and how to communicate with each
participated in Exercise Student Stretckbonfidence course. other,” said Lt. Col. Jeff Britton, JROTC com-
March 14 through Sunday. The exercise, “The students confront eight obstaclegnander. It also gave them more self confi-
which was created by the British Officerghat teach them teamwork,” Beswick saiddence, which they'll keep forever, he said.
Training Corps, teaches non-military-‘“They have 40 minutes to complete each
trained people about teamwork and conone.”
munication, and fosters goodwill between One obstacle was a 12-foot high buildingg'
the British and with a mined
American commu- roof. The cadets
nities. had to use dif-

This is the first ferent-length
time Americans boards to get
from Lakenheath each other over
have competed in the building
the annual event, without touch-
which is held in ing the roof. As
Cambridge and at an added touch,
Bassingbourne they also had to
Barracks, the retrieve a key | _
Royal Army’s from the center
equivalent to of the building. |
Lackland AFB, Thekeywasina
Texas. bucket that was

Lakenheath suspended on a
came in fifth dur- Brad Wolfe explains obstacle procedures string and hang-
ing the event, tothe rest of the Lakenheath team. ing under the
which saw six roof.
teams from Cambridge University, Uni- The evening exercises consisted ofasce- o
versity of East Anglia, and Anglia Poly-nario where the students were workers at an
technic University. embassy in a country where law and order
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commander’s assistant; Brad Wolfe, firstvatch all night and use evasion tactics wh
sergeant; Garry Wedlow, logistics;the enemy moved in. -
Tawnya Russell, finance; and Pernell The following morning, after spending
Cobbs. All are seniors except Wolfe, whahe night evading the enemy to reach safety,
is a junior and Cobbs, who is a sophothe students had a competition involving
more. physical and mental skills. ;

The team had fewer people and was “It was tiring,” said Clark. “There were
younger than the other participants. times | just wanted to quit. My whole bod

We had a great time during the exerhurt from all the work we did.”
cise, Clark said. “But it was a lack of Evenwithtired, achingbodiesand weary
manpower, not knowledge that held usiinds, the cadets thought it was a goo
back. We hung in there and did our best.&xperience and enjoyed their time in the

The students began training afield.
6 p.m. March 14 at the training corps “When the enemy came and we had to
center in Cambridge. There, theyuckanddodge,thatwas cool,” Cobbs said.
received briefings about what they'llearned to give and listen to others’ opinTawnya Russell climbs arope to con-
were going to accomplish and whatons and how to be a leader and a followeguer an obstacle.

MARCH 21, 1997 JET FORTY-EIGHT PAGE 11



